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dbeink. . Franklin, and her daughter Jessie Lyric Harr=ll, 10, a tluddjr-l_g faéhiéﬁ deslqne* w{;rk
iress made of chocolate for an upcoming runway show in New York City. They attach the pleces with earri

ona
ming backings

Bethany Thouin, a chocolatier in



Chocolatier,
daughter headed
to Big Apple with
very sweet dress

By RACHEL STULTS
Staff Writer

FRANELIN

into the world of high fas
ion.

Side by side they sit, con-
structing a dress they hope

—  Inside
her Franklin home, Bethany
Thouin and her daughter

are beginning their voy aie

will move down a New ocolate
York City runway with ele- %
gnct and glamour fit only fapper-style dress that will
for the most particular fash-  move as their model walks.
fonistas. Their efforts smell sweet;
They lay their dark and anoverwhelming aromafills
the kitchen, reminding them

hﬂl tp:n:iL]:-, down in a grid-
orm, aiming for a 1920s

Dress: Mother saw no reason she couldn’t pull it off

FROM PAGE 1W

has attended the event with
her daughter in past years.
Thouin, the orginal owner
af The Cocoa Tree in Frank-
lin, is now starting her own
chocalate line,
Bethamy:Chocolatier.

Girl has own line

lessie Lyric, s fifth-grader at
Walnut Elementary,
has grown up sketching cloth-
ing desigms, and has even cre-
ated her own line, called Sun-
nyside Up. -:'»u when Thouin
was chosen to participate in
]"5_ 'H.] oW and was o ]T{l' ed the
chance to work with a profes-
sional designer. she quickly
came up with another soly-
o her budding designer
daughter could create the
esion instend

fessie Lyric wanted some
thing with swinging fringe —
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i sometning unusital and glam-
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of the hours it will take to

Online

For mone information on the
chocolate avent, visit
wwwi.chocolatashow.com.

defined her style.

“I'm probably gmn to be
u“.‘ Y st L'&-'.I.E].'.I.Er
thete and I'm real]'l. grateful
for this,” Jessie Lyric said. “T
hope that more people will see
my talent and T'll be in the
lights on the red carpet some-
day.”

The duo worked on the
sketch together and had a pro-
fessional redraw it. The design
they*ve created takes dark and
milk chocolate panels, with
‘pops” of white chocolate, and
lays them over opne another
[0 prevent melting on the
model the toom will be very
cold and the dressmaker is
allowed to construct the dress
using a piece of fbric under-
neath as a barrier between
body heat and the creamy
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Buddin g fashion designer
gets chance at N. runway

JEANNE REASOMOVER / THE TENMESSEAN
Jessie Lyric and her mother work on a dress made of

make hundreds of pieces of
chocolate and turn them
into a dress that can be wom
on Tl;l_jm‘. B.

puin and her daughter,
Jessie Lyric Harrell, 10, will

candy, Thouin said.

Thouin and her daughter
will awake at 6 am for the
next two weeks to pin 690
panels of chocolate o the
dress using earring

Not that it bothers Ieam
Lyric much.

“Tt's worth it,” she said. “It's
New York Hellol"

In true flapper theme, the
muther—dau%gmr pair will also
construct a feather headband,
with the feather made out of
chocolate, and a fake cigar,
made out of a cinnamon stick
with a chocolate-dipped tp.

“You can make almost any-
thing out of chocolate — it's
amazing” Thouin said. “But
vou have to think about what a
designer wants to see and
think, ‘How do [ translate that
t0 chocolate and make it
works "

Reassembly required

Thouin will disassemble the
dress before departing for
New York and reassemble it

iravel to New York in rwo
fo mmsimvinmltﬂg‘:hw
[ 4 rinway W
she and her daughter will
debut their high-fashion

— and the only one from the
South, she says —to create a
dress made out of chocolate,
put it on 4 model and have it
go down a New York run-
way. The fashion event will
Kck off the 10th annual
El?um]a.te lﬁhﬂu‘;ﬂu F;}vi-uch
together itors,
:l:? demonstrations and
chocolate fashion for one
week every year,
“T was thinking to myself,
1 can do that — why
couldn't 1 do that? I want to
do that, " said Thouin, who

» Piease see DRESS, TW

once she’s there. Thouin will
make several hundred more
panels of chocolate in case of
emergencies. Even though she
has ‘developed an elaborate
plan to encase her dress safely
for the trdp, the chocolate
could crack, melt, break or fall
off, and she wants to be pre-
pared for any scenario.

It's a lot of work for an edi-
ble dress that may fall apart as
so0n as it's taken off the
model And Jessie Lyric and
her siblings must resist the
temptation to eat their work
But, Thouin and her daughter
say |the chance to work
together on a project and
show off their masterpiece on
a runway in New York makes
it worth the effort.

“You want yvour lirtle girl to
belisve she can do anything
and it gives me the opportu-
niry to show myself — that lit-
tle girl inside of me — what's
possible,” Thouin said,
Contact Rachal Stults 22 7715415 or
Stutedtanressaan. oo



